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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 7-10, 12-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Referring to claims 7-10 and 12-14, the examiner notes that the dependencies of the 
claims have not been changed in light of the preliminary amendment. The examiner assumes 
that the applicant intended claims 7, 8, and 10 to depend on claim 6; claim 9 to depend on claim 
8; claims 12 and 13 to depend on claim 11; and claim 14 to depend on claim 13. The claims in 
this office action are addressed as though the suggested changes have been made. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 11, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hidary et al. 
Referring to claims 11 and 12, Hidary et al. discloses a graphic user interface for 

associating triggers for enhancing programming with video programming, comprising: 
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- a database of triggers (col. 5, 1. 50-60); 

- means for associating one or a plurality of frames within the video programming with 
a specific trigger and a video programming recording means for recording the one or 
plurality of frames within the video programming along with the associated triggers 
(col. 4, 1. 44-49). 



3. Claims 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shoff et al. 

Referring to claims 6 and 7, Shoff et al. discloses a method for generating a mask to be 
combined with video programming, the method comprising: 

- presenting a billboard group comprising billboard triggers (links to enhanced content 
server 52)(col. 5, 1. 12-20 & Figs. 8b, 8c); 

- presenting an article group comprising article triggers (links to enhanced content 
server 52)(col. 11,1. 26-33 & Fig. 2); and 

- inserting one or more of the presented triggers from the billboard group and the 
article group into a mask template (col. 13 & 14). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1, 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in 
view of Wilkins. 

Referring to claims 1 and 2, Shoff et al. discloses an apparatus for authoring an 
interactive entertainment program, comprising: 

- a billboard group comprising billboard triggers (links to enhanced content server 
52)(col. 5, 1. 12-20 & Figs. 8b, 8c); 

- an article group comprising article triggers (links to enhanced content server 52)(col. 
1 1,1. 26-33 & Fig. 2); 

- a mask template (col. 11,1. 44-45); and 

- an insertion component configured to allow a user to insert one or more of the 
triggers from the billboard group and the article group into the mask template (col. 13 
& 14). 

Shoff et al. does not disclose that the interactive entertainment program be authored through the 
use of a graphical user interface (GUI). Wilkins discloses a graphical user interface for creating 
graphics pages in a broadcast system (col. 1, 1. 36-42). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the authoring apparatus 
of Shoff et al. to include a GUI for creating graphics pages in a broadcast system, such as that 
taught by Wilkins in order to obtain an improved method and apparatus that allows a reduction in 
labor requirements (Wilkins col 1, 1. 30-34). 

3. Claims 3, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in 
view of Wilkins and further in view of Maillard et al. 
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Referring to claims 3 and 4, the combination of Shoff et al. and Wilkins teaches the 
graphical user interface of claim 1 . The combination of Shoff et al. and Wilkins does not teach 
that the graphical user interface include an article associating component configured to associate 
articles with system users based on at least one of an income range, a user location, a user 
gender, and a user age. Maillard et al. discloses a system that allows an operator to deliver 
interactive television content in accordance with user profile criteria (col. 3, 1. 18-22, 59-67; col. 
4, 1. 1-24; & col. 7, 1. 1-10). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time that the invention was made to modify the combination of Shoff et al. and Wilkins to 
include delivering interactive television content in accordance with user profile criteria, such as 
that taught by Maillard et al. in order to constrain a specific message to a specific population 
(Maillard et al. col. 2, 1. 4-6). Note: The USPTO considers the applicant's "at least one of 
language to be anticipated by any reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding 
elements. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in view 
of Wilkins and further in view of Hidary et al. 

Referring to claim 5, the combination of Shoff et al. and Wilkins teaches the graphical 
user interface of claim 1 . The combination of Shoff et al. and Wilkins does not teach a 
combining component configured to combine the result of the insertion component with 
associated video programming and store the combination on non-volatile memory. Hidary et al. 
discloses embedding uniform resource locators (URLs) into the vertical blanking interval (VBI) 
of video programming (col. 4, 1. 44-49 & Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify the combination of Shoff et al. 
and Wilkins to include embedding URLs in the VBI of the video programming, such as that 
taught by Hidary et al. in order to save bandwidth. 

5. Claims 8, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in 
view of Maillard et al. 

Referring to claims 8 and 9, Shoff et al. discloses the method of claim 6. Shoff et al. does 
not disclose that the method include associating articles with system users based at least one of 
an income range, a user location, a user gender, and a user age. Maillard et al. discloses a system 
that allows an operator to deliver interactive television content in accordance with user profile 
criteria (col. 3, 1. 18-22, 59-67; col. 4, 1. 1-24; & col. 7, 1. 1-10). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify Shoff et al. to 
include delivering interactive television content in accordance with user profile criteria, such as 
that taught by Maillard et al. in order to constrain a specific message to a specific population 
(Maillard et al. col. 2, 1. 4-6). Note: The USPTO considers the applicant's "at least one of 5 
language to be anticipated by any reference containing any of the subsequent corresponding 
elements. 

6. Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shoff et al. in 
view of Hidary et al. 

Referring to claim 10, Shoff et al. discloses the method of claim 6. Shoff et al. does not 
disclose a combining component configured to combine the result of the insertion component 
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with associated video programming and store the combination on non-volatile memory. Hidary 
et al. discloses embedding uniform resource locators (URLs) into the vertical blanking interval 
(VBI) of video programming (col. 4, 1. 44-49 & Fig. 1). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify Shoff et al. to include 
embedding URLs in the VBI of the video programming, such as that taught by Hidary et al. in 
order to save bandwidth. 

7. Claims 13, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hidary et 
al. in view of Shoff et al. 

Referring to claim 13, Hidary et al. discloses the interface of claim 12. Hidary et al. does 
not disclose selecting a plurality of triggers to fill a plurality of positions on a video viewing 
screen. Shoff et al. discloses selecting a display layout for the presentation of supplemental 
content (col. 10, 1. 44-67 & col. 11,1. 1-2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time that the invention was made to modify Hidary et al. to include specifying a 
display layout, such as that taught by Shoff et al. in order to grant content providers more 
freedom in what they can create as a full interactive media event (col. 2, 1. 48-53). 

Referring to claim 14, the combination of Hidary et al. and Shoff et al. teaches the 
interface of claim 13, wherein associating comprises: 

- storing a mask of associated triggers at an addressable site on the internet (Shoff et al. 
col. 5, 1. 12-30 & col. 9, 1. 54-59); and 

storing an address for the addressable site in association with the one or plurality of 
frames (Hidary et al. col. 4, 1. 44-49). 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Burns discloses an electronic kiosk authoring system. 
Nielsen discloses a system for capturing information from a video signal. 
Johnson discloses a method/apparatus for improving Internet access. 
Allibhoy et al. discloses a method and system for controlling and auditing content/service 
systems. 

Blackhetter et al. discloses a user interface for interactive television systems. 
Zustak et al discloses a system for the display of ancillary data on a local network 
appliance. 

Tomsen et al. discloses a system and method for unprompted, context-sensitive querying 
during a television broadcast. 

Freeman et al. discloses an interactive computer system for providing an interactive 
presentation with personalized video, audio and graphics responses for multiple viewers. 

Valdez, Jr. discloses a system and method for providing interactive components in 
motion video. 

Balkus et al. discloses an authoring system for combining temporal and nontemporal 
digital media. 

Liu et al. discloses a method and apparatus for integrated real-time interactive content 
insertion and monitoring in e-commerce enabled interactive digital TV. 
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Dougherty et al. discloses a compact graphical interactive information system. 
Weinstein et al. discloses combining television broadcast and personalized/interactive 
information. 

Hooper et al. discloses the remote display of an image by transmitting compressed video 
frames representing background and overlay portions thereof. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Van Handel whose telephone number is 571.272.5968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571 .272.7294. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Note to Applicant 

Art Units 261 1, 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 
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